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Beaded Dragonfly
Brooch
figure-eight motif. Make the bottom wings
slightly longer than the top wings if you
wish. The wingspan should be 21⁄2 inches
(6.4 cm) when you are finished.
Push the wire’s ends back toward
the center of the body so they clasp
the loose frame a bit tighter, but don’t
twist them. (You will wrap the body to hold
it tighter in the next step.) Shorten the
ends if necessary. Smooth, torque, and
flatten the framework with flat-nose piers.
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Cut 12 inches (30.5 cm) of
28-gauge wire. Anchor one end
near the base of the first wing by tucking
it into the wire wrapping on the body.
Wrap it once around the base of the wing,
then add the first seed bead. (Spill the
seed beads onto a woven dishtowel or
other fabric to control them.)
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Work back and forth across the
wing, toward the tip, using a snug
figure-eight wrap (i.e., over and under the
frame in an alternating pattern). Add just
enough seed beads to the beading wire
to fill the space each time you wrap,
snugging each line of beading against the
one before it. Add beads in rows of related
colors, occasionally punctuating the wing
with one or two especially brilliant or
sparkly beads. The outermost tip of the
wing has two beads sitting atop the frame,
with extra wire wraps. If you can, run the
tail end of the beading wire back through
one of the beads, then clip any excess.
Use your pliers to put a tiny curve in the
wire end and press it between the beads.
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Repeat steps 6 and 7 for the
remaining three wings.

Use the rest of the 28-gauge wire
for the final embellishing. Fold the
wire into a narrow U shape and position
it under the body, just below the pin back;
bring its ends to the front and twist them
firmly together. Thread a 4-mm iridescent
bead onto the pair of wires and push it
down on the twisted wire, against the
body. Twist the wires together several
times until you have one strong wire that
stretches to the neck. Add the two crystal
beads onto the twisted wire. They should
cover the area where the wings adjoin the
body; if not, add another 4-mm iridescent
bead before adding the crystal ones.
Wrap the two separate ends of
the wire behind the neck of the
dragonfly. Cinch everything together by
twisting the ends behind the neck. Cut the
excess wire, leaving 1⁄2 inch (1.3 cm) of
twisted wire curved and tucked behind
larger wires. If you wish, you can control
the position of the embellishment beads
and the wire ends with a small drop or
two of jewelry glue.
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Using the blue or purple wire, hold
the pin back against the framework,
a short distance from the head, and wrap
the thorax area from top to bottom. (Keep
the pin back open so that the wire binds
only the spine of the pin back.) Make a
couple of X-shaped wraps where the
wings intersect, to stabilize them, as you
go. Keep the wrapping as neat and flat as
possible. Check often to be sure that the
pin back can still close.
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Follies
Chandeliers
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Beaded tendrils dangle from a larger bead
that’s framed by an unusual herringbone
weave. The result is an airy design—daringly
long yet light as a feather.
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Cut two pieces of 26-gauge wire
3 inches (7.6 cm) long. Make two
wrapped loop bead links with a 9-mm
rondelle on each, catching a 1⁄2-inch
(1.3 cm) flat pear dangle at one end of
each of the links. Trim off any extra wire.
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MATERIALS
12

2 deep-red faceted flat pears,* ⁄ inch
(1.3 cm) diameter
2 deep-red faceted rondelles,
9 mm diameter
4 deep-red flat pears,* 3⁄8 inch ( cm)
diameter
8 deep-red round beads,
5 mm diameter
2 deep-red faceted rondelles,
10 mm diameter

24-gauge sterling dead-soft silver
wire, 8 inches (20.3 cm) long
2 sterling silver lever-back ear wires
* Flat pears are sometimes called
briolettes.
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Fabricate four smaller dangles
from 4-inch (10.2 cm) lengths of
26-gauge wire. Make four wrapped bead
loop links with two 5-mm beads each,
catching a dangle from step 4 in one end
of each. Trim away any extra wire.
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Cut a piece of 24-gauge wire
4 inches (10.2 cm) long. Make
a wrapped loop near one end of it,
wrapping as many times as it takes to
create a shank 1⁄4 inch (0.6 cm) long.
(Counting the number of times you wrap
will help you replicate the shank on the
opposite side of the bead.)
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Slip a 10-mm rondelle onto the
working end of the wire and make
another 1⁄4-inch (0.6 cm) shank with a
wrapped loop on the other end of the
wire, attaching the dangle you made in
step 1 into the loop before you wrap it
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Kate Drew-Wilkinson, Designer

Repeat to complete five full weaves
around the bead. As you progress,
snug the wire against the bead’s sides.
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Weave the top of a sixth herringbone, but before wrapping the
wire on the lower shank, slip one of the
smaller-bead dangles onto the wire. Twist
a small loop at the 4 o’clock position. After
weaving the wire around the lower shank,
make another small loop at the 8 o’clock
position for another dangle. Bring the wire
to the top shank, wrap it tightly twice
around it, and trim any extra wire.

10

Repeat steps 5 through 9 for the
other earring.
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FIGURE

Attach the ear wires to the empty
loops at the ends of the shanks.
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26-gauge sterling dead-soft silver
wire, 6 feet (1.8 m) long

Make the four side dangles, as you
did in steps 1 and 2, using 1⁄2-inch
(1.3 cm) flat pears instead.

To craft a herringbone weave around
the 10-mm rondelle, cut a piece of
26-gauge wire 21⁄2 feet (76.2 cm) long.
Secure the wire by wrapping it twice
around one of the shanks, near the bead.
Trim the tail. Bring the working wire down
one side of the bead, and clockwise
around the shank, from front to back,
positioning the wire as close to the bead
as possible; do the same on the other side
of the bead. This completes one entire
herringbone weave around the bead.
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With the remaining wire and roundnose pliers, form small wrapped
loops as close as possible to the ones you
just made. Wind the wire on top of the
previous wrapping; this gives the fine wire
a more substantial appearance. Trim the
wires closely.

closed (see figure 1). Trim the ends of the
wires with a flush cutter.
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Make the central dangles. Cut two
pieces of 26-gauge wire 3 inches
(7.6 cm) long each. Slip a 1⁄2-inch (1.3 cm)
flat pear on each of them and use a
1-inch (2.5 cm) tail to make wrapped
bead loops, trimming the tails’ excess.

1

Icy Drops
Necklace and
Earrings
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Follies Chandeliers

This designer drapes
crystal drops along
silver chain in an
earring-and-necklace
set worthy of a big
night out.
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